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1st Nine Weeks Unit 2 

Functions of the Federal and State Government  (Duration 4 – 5 Weeks) 

Big Ideas: 1. The United States government is characterized by the separation and balance of powers. 

Essential 
Questions: 

1. Does our modern government fulfill the original intent of the framers? 
2. How is the Federal government to be restrained from growing too big or should it be restrained at all? 
3. How do decisions made by executive agencies impact individuals and groups outside of government?  
4. How does the power of the bureaucracy challenge the distribution of power in government? Move to Unit 4 (executive branch) 
5. Should the US intervene in foreign and domestic issues of other countries? Move to Unit 4 (executive branch) 
6. How do location, resources, and cross-cultural diffusion cause tension, as well as lead to positive global connections? 

 

Vocabulary • income tax 
• excise tax 
• Social Security 
• entitlements 
• mandate 
• bureaucracy 
• United Nations (here down move to unit 4 executive branch) 
• North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
• North American Free Trade Agreement 
• European Union 

 
Strand Concept PO Standards: Priority (PS)/ Supporting (SS) / Interdisciplinary (IS) HUSD Support Materials & Resources 

S3 C3 PO1 (PS)   Analyze the functions of government as defined in the Preamble to the Constitution. 
 

 

S3 C3 PO3 

(PS)  Examine various sources of government funding: 
• federal -  income tax, duties , excise taxes, corporate tax 
• state -  income tax, sales tax 
• local -  property tax, sales tax 
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S3 C3 PO4 
(PS) Describe the regulatory functions of government pertaining to consumer protection, 
environment, health, labor, transportation, and communication. 
 

 

S3 C3 PO5 
(PS) Describe the factors and processes that determine major domestic policies (e.g., 
Social Security, education, health care, parks, and environmental protection). 
 

 

S3 C5 PO2 
(PS)  Describe factors (e.g., trade, political tensions, sanctions, terrorism) that influence 
United States foreign policy. (unit 4 executive branch) 

 

S3 C5 PO3 
(PS)   Describe world governmental and non-governmental organizations (unit 4 executive 
branch) 
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2nd Nine Weeks Unit 3 

  The Legislative Branch  (Duration 4 – 5 Weeks) 

Big Ideas: 1.  Laws and policies are developed to govern, protect and promote the well-being of the people. 

Essential 
Questions: 

2. Do members of Congress represent the American people? 
3. Where in the legislative process do individuals get to exert their greatest influence? 
4. Why is independence of the federal judiciary important? 
5. How have civil rights and liberties been changed through court decisions? 
6. Can government legislate against discrimination? 
7. How have social movements affected the rights of citizens over time? 
 

Vocabulary • Legislature 
• bureaucracy 
• gerrymandering 
• 14th Amendment 
• Lobbying 
• grassroots 
• Political Action Committees 
• Elastic/necessary and proper clause 
• Commerce clause 

 

Strand Concept PO Standards: Priority (PS)/ Supporting (SS) / Interdisciplinary (IS) HUSD Support Materials & Resources 

S3 C2 PO5 

(PS)  Analyze the structure, powers, and roles of the legislative branch of the United 
States government: 

• specific powers delegated in Article I of the Constitution 
• role of competing factions and development of political parties 
• lawmaking process  
• different roles of Senate and House 
• election process and types of representation 
• influence of staff, lobbyists, special interest groups and political action 

 



 
 

Higley Unified School District  Government Grade 12 Revised Aug. 2015 
 

committees (PACs) 
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Arizona Department of Education Common Core Standards 

Grade Cluster Standard Common Core Standards Explanations & Examples 

12 R 2 

Determine the central ideas or 
information of a primary or 
secondary source; provide an 
accurate summary that makes 
clear the relationships among the 
key details and ideas. 

The standard requires the identification of primary 
sources (firsthand accounts) and secondary sources 
(secondhand accounts) for analysis. Sources include:  
journals, maps, illustrations, photographs, 
documentaries, logs, records, etc. 

 

Students must identify key ideas and/or events in 
primary or secondary texts and then provide a summary 
of how the author develops the key idea. Key ideas 
could be developed thematically, sequentially, 
anecdotally, consequentially, procedurally, or in order of 
importance.  

 

In addition, students must summarize ideas and details 
to show their understanding of this relationship and 
interconnectedness.  

 

12 R 4 

Determine the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including analyzing how an 
author uses and refines the 
meaning of a key term over the 
course of a text (e.g., how 
Madison defines faction in 
Federalist No. 10). 

This standard asks students to use a variety of 
strategies (context clues, linguistic roots and 
affixes, restatement, examples, contrast, glossary, 
etc.) to determine the meaning of words and 
phrases in the text. Historic context of vocabulary 
may need to be researched. 

Examples 

• Students use the majority opinions from the 
Supreme Court cases Plessy v. Ferguson 
(1896) and Brown v. Board (1954) to 
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examine the term “equal”. 
SSHS-S1C7-02a; SSHS-S1C2-02c 

• Students describe the functioning of a “free 
market” including how a market price is 
determined, how price determines 
behaviors, and theories of production. 
SSHS-S5C2-02a.- f 

12 R 6 

Evaluate authors’ differing points 
of view on the same historical 
event or issue by assessing the 
authors’ claims, reasoning, and 
evidence. 

The standard requires students to read with a keen eye 
for the stated assumptions and unstated inferences 
which provide insight into the author’s purpose. Students 
should be able to recognize balance or imbalance, 
loaded language, details purposefully excluded and the 
use of excerpted quotes by authors. 

Examples 

• Students will read newspaper accounts of the 1947 
Partition of Palestine in a Zionist as well as an Arab 
account.  
• Zipporah Porath, from her book, “Letters from 

Jerusalem, 1947-1948,” 
• Speech by Egyptian Delegate, Mahmoud Bey 

Fawzi to the UN General Assembly : 
http://www.scribd.com/doc/3504377/Mandate-of-
Destiny-The-1947-United-Nations-Decision-to-
Partition-Palestine  pp. 36-38.  

SSHS-S4C2-04 

• Students read selections from the Lincoln-Douglas 
Debate at Freeport, IL (August 27, 1858) to 
distinguish Lincoln’s view of slavery in the territories 
from that of his opponent Stephen A. Douglas. 

SSHS-S1C6-01e. 

12 R 8 

Evaluate an author’s premises, 
claims, and evidence by 
corroborating or challenging them 

Students should judge if the details in a text are 
logical or if details reasonably support the author’s 
claims through the use of corroborating or 
challenging information. Some criteria for assessing 

http://zionism-israel.com/Letters_from_Jerusalem_1948.html
http://zionism-israel.com/Letters_from_Jerusalem_1948.html
http://www.scribd.com/doc/3504377/Mandate-of-Destiny-The-1947-United-Nations-Decision-to-Partition-Palestine
http://www.scribd.com/doc/3504377/Mandate-of-Destiny-The-1947-United-Nations-Decision-to-Partition-Palestine
http://www.scribd.com/doc/3504377/Mandate-of-Destiny-The-1947-United-Nations-Decision-to-Partition-Palestine
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with other information. the text include the number of the examples given, 
the strength of the examples, the credibility of 
sources used and the accuracy of the text. 
Students should determine if the details given 
within the text lead the reader to the same 
conclusions. 

This standard requires that students study an 
author’s writing in comparison with accounts which 
differ from that author’s account as well as 
accounts which agree with the author’s 
interpretation. Students then must decide whether 
the original author premises were valid or not. 

Examples: 

• Students evaluate the premises of James 
M. McPherson’s argument regarding why 
Northern soldiers fought in the Civil War by 
corroborating the evidence provided from 
the letters and diaries of these soldiers with 
other primary and secondary sources and 
challenging McPherson’s claims where 
appropriate.  
Common Core State Standards, Appendix 
B, p. 183 http://corestandards.org/the-
standards 

• Students read two accounts of the Indian Wars 
during the 19th and early 20th centuries, one 
from the view point of the US Cavalry and 
another from Native Americans.   
SSHS-S1C7-03a 

Students use a political cartoon satirizing William 
Jennings Bryan holding his “Cross of Gold” and a 
speech or newspaper editorial opposing free silver 
to decide whether the gold standard was good or 
bad for Americans as a whole. (Cartoon by Grant 

http://corestandards.org/the-standards
http://corestandards.org/the-standards
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Hamilton, printed in "Judge" Magazine, 1896, 
Image from Coin's Financial School (1894)) 
SSHS-S1C7-01c 

12 R 10 

By the end of grade 12, read and 
comprehend history/social studies 
texts in the grades 11–CCR text 
complexity band independently 
and proficiently. 

This standard requires students to be at the 11th 
grade reading level by the end of their 11th grade 
year in school and the 12th grade reading level by 
the end of their 12th grade year in school. 

12 W 1 

Write arguments focused on 
discipline-specific content. 

a. Introduce precise, 
knowledgeable claim(s), 
establish the significance of 
the claim(s), distinguish the 
claim(s) from alternate or 
opposing claims, and create 
an organization that logically 
sequences the claim(s), 
counterclaims, reasons, and 
evidence. 

b. Develop claim(s) and 
counterclaims fairly and 
thoroughly, supplying the 
most relevant data and 
evidence for each while 
pointing out the strengths and 
limitations of both claim(s) and 
counterclaims in a discipline-
appropriate form that 
anticipates the audience’s 
knowledge level, concerns, 
values, and possible biases. 

c. Use words, phrases, and 
clauses as well as varied 
syntax to link the major 
sections of the text, create 

This standard requires students to write a 
persuasive composition that: 

a. states a claim and counterclaim 
b. presents detailed evidence, examples and 

reasoning to support effective arguments 
and emotional appeals  

c. structures ideas 
d. acknowledges and refutes opposing 

arguments 
The persuasive composition should address a topic 
in US history, civics, or economics. 

Student writing will use organization, sentence 
variety, and vocabulary which enhance the 
presentation of evidence. An effective conclusion to 
the work will be required. 

Examples: 

• Students write an essay entitled “The Most 
Important Piece of New Deal Legislation,” 
justifying their choice with vivid examples from 
the 1930’s and the history of the US up to 
today. 
SSHS-S1C8-01d 

• Students write a letter to the editor supporting 
government incentives for the use of solar 
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cohesion, and clarify the 
relationships between claim(s) 
and reasons, between 
reasons and evidence, and 
between claim(s) and 
counterclaims. 

d. Establish and maintain a 
formal style and objective tone 
while attending to the norms 
and conventions of the 
discipline in which they are 
writing. 

Provide a concluding statement or 
section that follows from or 
supports the argument presented. 

energy. 
SSHS-S4C3-02 

 

12 W 3 

 
(See note; not applicable as a 
separate 

requirement) 

 

Note: Students’ narrative skills 
continue to grow in these grades. 
The Standards require that 
students be able to incorporate 
narrative elements effectively into 
arguments and 
informative/explanatory texts. In 
history/social studies, students 
must be able to incorporate 
narrative accounts into their 
analyses of individuals or events 
of historical import. In science and 
technical subjects, students must 
be able to write precise enough 
descriptions of the step-by-step 

This standard requires students to use narrative 
accounts (e.g., diaries, stories, folk tales, and lyrics) 
which they have read in their research in order to 
present arguments or informative/explanatory text. 

 

Examples 

• Students will read selections from Joanna 
Stratton’s Pioneer Women: Voices from the 
Kansas Frontier to write about the lives on 
women on the 19th century frontier. 
SSHS-S1C5-01 

• Students will read personal accounts of the 
September 11th attacks and write an informative 
essay of the events. 

SSHS-S1C10-03 
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procedures they use in their 
investigations or technical work 
that others can replicate them and 
(possibly) reach the same results. 

12 W 5 

Develop and strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on addressing 
what is most significant for a 
specific purpose and audience. 

This standard addresses students developing and 
strengthening their writing through the writing 
process with a focus on purpose and audience 

 

Examples 

• Students create a “Voter’s Guide” to the ballot 
propositions for their fellow students. 
SSHS-S3C2-08a 

• Students write a handbook for savings and 
investments for college students. 

SSHS-S5C5-06 

12 W 7 

Conduct short as well as more 
sustained research projects to 
answer a question (including a 
self-generated question) or solve 
a problem; narrow or broaden the 
inquiry when appropriate; 
synthesize multiple sources on 
the subject, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject 
under investigation. 

This standard requires students to answer 
questions through research; including those they 
create themselves to solve a problem. Projects will 
vary in length as appropriate to the subject. They 
will use and combine information from multiple 
sources to construct their answer(s). 

Examples 

• Students will examine late 19th century 
immigrant groups and their countries of origin, 
to determine what were the push/pull factors 
causing each group to emigrate. They will draw 
connections between political events in the 
nations from which they emigrated.   
SSHS-S4C4-02; SSHS-S1C7-02. 

• Students research the founders of the United 
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States and examine how the US Constitution is 
a reflection of its framers. Some students can 
examine individual framers, others can look at 
specific groups (e.g., Southern planters, 
Northern investors). 

SSHS-S3C2-02; SSHS-S1C4-04c 

12 W 9 

 
Draw evidence from informational 
texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. 

This standard directs students to write analyses, 
reflections and research, using evidence from 
informational text (e.g., statistics, anecdotes, 
primary and secondary accounts, diaries) as 
support. 

Examples 

• Students will read key presidential inaugural 
addresses to extract main issues of each 
president’s era (e.g., Washington’s first, 
Lincoln’s second, FDR’s first, JFK’s)  
Subsequent research will focus on one issue of 
the inaugural address. 
SSHS-S1C4-05a; SSHS-S1C6-01f; SSHS-
S1C9-01 

• Students explain the explosive growth of the city 
of Phoenix after World War II through examining 
its geographic characteristics. 

SSHS-S4C2-05 

 


